
ABERDEEN SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5 

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the 
Board of Directors – February 25, 2016 

 

At 5:09 p.m. President Bielski convened the special meeting of the Aberdeen 
School Board in the Community Room at Aberdeen High School.  Members 
present were Christi Boora, Erin Farrer, Jeff Nelson and Jamie Walsh along 
with Superintendent Thomas Opstad and 18 patrons and staff. The meeting 
began with the Flag salute.  

CALL TO ORDER 

Following discussion about the technology needs in the district, including the 
state mandate for online student testing, the Board on a motion by Christi 
Boora and seconded by Erin Farrer unanimously approved the purchase of 
500 Chromebooks for Miller Junior High School at an estimated cost of 
$123,500.  The devices will replace student iPads at Miller Junior High School, 
which are not compatible with state testing sites. Once the Chromebooks are 
in place, students in grades 3-8 will each have a device. The iPads will be 
reissued to classes and programs that can use them in support of the 
curriculum. The Board also discussed technology training for teachers, the 
lease arrangement for teacher laptops, and Superintendent Opstad reviewed a 
technology spending and replacement plan through the 2025-2026 school 
year. Director Boora thanked the superintendent for managing technology 
within the current district budget capacity at a time when so many other 
districts are having to run technology levies to meet the new requirements. 

Following a discussion about funding and the fact that the district’s current 
analog phone system is obsolete, on a motion by Jamie Walsh and seconded 
by Christi Boora the Board unanimously authorized the superintendent to 
seek bids on a Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) phone system.  During the 
discussion, Superintendent Opstad explained that the 85 percent subsidy on 
the current phone system from eRate is ending and that the district has been 
obtaining parts as other districts surplus their old phones.  The cost should be 
offset by the need for fewer phone lines. The district currently uses more than 
200 lines and may only need 48 with a VoIP system. 

TECHNOLOGY 
PURCHASES 

CHROMEBOOKS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOIP SYSTEM 

Following discussion about the required process for districts to maintain 
eligibility for state school construction funds, on a motion by Jamie Walsh and 
seconded by Jeff Nelson, the Board unanimously authorized the 
superintendent advertise for architects qualified to perform a Study and 
Survey of district facilities and to apply for a state grant to help defray the 
cost.  The last Study and Survey in the District was conducted in 2003 as a 
first step in the process toward building a new high school.  Superintendent 
Opstad said this time the district is studying facilities as it addresses the need 
for a new Stevens Elementary School and capital improvements at Miller 
Junior High School.  He said the process could take six to eight months. 

STUDY AND 
SURVEY 
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Superintendent Opstad suggested that Board members review the master 
maintenance plan from last October as the district moves forward with 
facilities projects.  He also shared a draft timeline that could result in 
requesting a bond issue in 2018 for construction of a new school. 

ONGOING 
FACILITIES REVIEW 

Following a discussion about director schedules, the next regular meeting was 
rescheduled to Tuesday, March 29 at 7 p.m. in the Community Room at 
Aberdeen High School. A work study for budget discussions will begin at 6 
p.m. 

NEXT MEETING 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:47 p.m. ADJOURN 

Thomas A. Opstad, Secretary  Sandra Bielski, President 
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